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Virginia Seventeenth Century Records 



From the Original in the Collection of the Virginia Historical 

Society 



Commissions and Instructions to the Eari of Orkney for the 
Government of Virginia 



(Continued) 



83. That we may be the better inform'd of the Trade of 
our said Colony, You are to take especial Care that Due en- 
terics be made in all Ports of our said Colony of all Goods and 
Commodities their Species and Quantities Imported or Ex- 
ported from thence, with the Names Burden and Guns of all 
Ships Exporting and Importing the same, also the Names of 
their Commanders and likewise expressing from and to what 
Place the said Ships do come and go (a Copy whereof the Naval 
Officer in each respective District is to furnish you with) and 
you are to transmit the Same unto us Our Commissioners of 
our Treasury or our high Treasurer for the time being, and to 
our Commissioners for Trade and Plantations Quarterly, and 
Duplicates thereof by the Next Conveyance. 
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84. You are to take especial Care all Tobacco ship'd in 
Virginia from what part soever do come they pay Virginia 
Duties. 

85. You are likewise to Examine what Rates and Duties 
are Charged and Payable upon any Goods Imported and Ex- 
ported within our Colony of Virginia, whether of the Growth 
or Manufacture of our said Colony or otherwise and to use 
your best Endeavours for the Improvement of the Trade in 
those Parts. 

86. AND WHEREAS Orders have been given for the Com- 
missionating of fit Persons to be Officers of our Admiralty and 
Customs in our Several Plantations in America, and it is of 
great importance to the Trade of this Kingdom, and to the wel- 
fare of Our Plantations that illegal Trade be every where dis- 
couraged, you are therefore to take especial Care that the Acts 
of Trade and Navigation be duly put in execution, and in Order 
thereunto you are to give Constant Protection and all due In- 
couragement to the Officers of our Admiralty and Customs in 
the Execution of their Respective Offices and Trusts. 

87. AND WE FURTHER WILL AND REQUIRE You 
to be aiding and Assisting unto such Persons as are or shall be 
appointed by our Commissioners of Our Treasury to be Agent 
in the West Indies or such other Agent as shall be appointed in 
his Room in the discharge of his Office according to such In- 
structions as he hath receiv'd from our Principal Commission- 
ers for that Purpose, also for preventing Imbezelments and 
Recovering of Prize Goods which may happen to be Imbezel'd 
or Conceal'd, as well as the Execution of all Orders to him or 
them directed in Relation to Prizes by any Court of Admiralty 
Legally Established by Our Commissioners of our Admiralty in 
our said Plantations And you are likewise to Transmit unto 
Our Commissioners of our Treasury from time to time exact 
Accounts of all Occurances concerning Prizes that happen to 
be brought into that our Colony of Virginia under your Govern- 
ment in the Same Manner as you are required to do in other 
Matters under your Care. 
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88. AND WHEREAS We have been Inform'd that the Fees 
for the Condemnation of a Prize Ship in our Courts of Admiralty 
in the Plantations are considerably greater than those demanded 
on the like occasions in our High Court of Admiralty here, 
And Whereas we are willing that our Subjects in the Planta- 
tions shou'd have the same ease in the Obtaining Condemna- 
tions of Prizes there as in this Kingdom. You are to Signifie 
our Will and Pleasure to the Officers of our Admiralty Court in 
Virginia that they do not presume to demand or Exact other 
Fees than what are taken in this Kingdom which amount to 
about Ten Pounds for the Condemnation of each Prize accord- 
ing to the List of Fees herewith deliver'd to you. 

89. You are from time to time to give an Account as before 
directed what Strength your bordering Neighbors have be they 
Indians or others, by Sea and Land, and of the Condition of their 
Plantations and what Correspondence you do keep with them. 

90. You shall take Especial Care that God Almighty be 
devoutly and duly served throughout your Government, the 
Book of Common Prayer as by Law established read each 
Sunday and Holy day and the Blessed Sacraments administer'd 
according to the rites of the Church of England. 

91. You shall be carefvdl that the Churches already built 
there be well and Orderly kept, and that more be built as the 
Colony shall by the Blessing of God be improved, and that be- 
sides a Competent Maintenance to be Assign 'd to the Ministers 
of each Orthodox Church a convenient House be built at the 
Common charge for each Minister and a competent Portion of 
Glebe Assign'd him. 

92. And You are to take Care that the Parishes be so 
bounded and Settled as you shall find most convemient for the 
accomplishing this good Work. 

93. You are not to refer any Minister to any Ecclesiastical 
Business in that our Colony without a Certificate from the 
Right Reverend Father in God the Lord Bishop of London of 
his being conformable to the Doctrine and Discipline of the 
Church of England, and of a good Life and Conversation, and 
if any Person preferr'd already to a Benefice shall appear to 
you to give Scandal, either by his Doctrine or Manners, you 
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are to use the proper and usual Means for removal of him and 
to supply the Vacancy in such Manner as we have directed. 

94. You are to give Order forthwith (if the same be not al- 
ready done) that every Orthodox Minister within your Govern- 
ment be One of the Vestry in his respective Parish, and that no 
Vestry be held without him except in Case of Sickness, or that 
after Notice of a Vestry Summon'd he omit to come. 

95. You are to Enquire whether there be any Ministers 
within your Government, who Preaches and Administers the 
Sacraments in any Orthodox Church or Chappel without being 
in due Orders, and to give an Account thereof to the said Lord 
Bishop of London. 

96. And to the end the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of the 
said Lord Bishop of London may take Place in that Our Colony 
so far as conveniently may be. We do think fit that you give all 
countenance and encouragement to the exercise of the same, 
excepting only the Collating to Benefices, granting Licences 
for Marriages and Probates of Wills, which we have reserved to 
you our Governor or Commander in Chief of our said Colony 
for the time being. 

97. We do Further direct that no School Master be hence- 
forth Permitted to come from this Kingdom and to keep School 
within our said Colony without the Licence of the said Lord 
Bishop of London, and that no other Person now there or that 
Shall come from other Parts be admitted to keep School with- 
out your Licence first Obtain 'd. 

98. And you are to take especial Care that a Table of Mar- 
riages Establish 'd by the Cannons of the Church of England be 
hung up in every Orthodox Church, and duly observ'd & you are 
to Endeavour to get a Law pass'd in the Assembly of that 
Colony (if not already done) for the Strict Osbervation of the 
said Table. 

99. You are to take Care that Drunkenness and Debauch- 
ery, Swearing and Blasphemy be discountenanced and Pun- 
ished. And for the further Discountenance of Vice and en- 
couragement of Vertue and good living (that by such Examples 
the Infidels may be invited and desire to Partake of the Chris- 
tian Religion) You are not to Admit any Person to Publick 
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Tnasts and Employments in otir said Colony whose ill fame 
and Conversation may Occasion Scandal. 

100. And you are to Suppress the Ingrossing of Commod- 
itys as tending to the prejudice of that freedom which Trade and 
Commerce ought to have and to Settle Such Orders and Regu- 
lations therein with Advice of our said Cotmcil as may be most 
Acceptable to the generality of the Inhabitants. 

101. And Upon Several Representations made concerning a 
Trade with the Indian Natives, it has been thought fit to per- 
mit a free Trade between otir Subjects of Virginia and the In- 
dians, and We being willing to continue the same Permission 
to all our Subjects or that Colony, You are therefore to Signify 
the same to the next Assembly, and to give them to understand 
that out of our great Care for the Welfare of that Colony, We 
have preferr'd the Particular Benefit of our Subjects before any 
other Advantage that might accrue unto us by restraining that 
Trade with the Indians, Whereof we expect they shoul'd have a 
due Sence and provide by some Means for the better Support 
of the Government. 

102. You are to give all due Encouragement and Invita- 
tion to Merchants and others who shall bring Trade to our 
Colony or any way contribute to the Advantage thereof and in 
Particular to the Royal Affrican Company. 

103. And as we are willing to recommend unto the said 
Company that the said Colony may have a constant and Suffi- 
cient Supply of Merchantable Negroes at Moderate Rates in 
Money or Commodities so you are to take especial Care that 
Payment be duly made & within a competent time according 
to their Agreements. 

104. And whereas the said Company have frequently great 
Sums of Money owing to them in our Plantations in America, 
they have been much hindered in the recovery of their Just 
debts there, and discouraged in their Trade by the too fre- 
quent Adjournments of Courts, and it being absolutely nec- 
essary that all Obstructions in the Course of Justice be Ef- 
fectually remov'd. You are to take Care that the Courts of 
Justice be duly and frequently held in our Colony and Dominion 
under your Government, so that all our Subjects in the said 
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Colony, and Particularly the Royal African Company may 
enjoy the Benefit thereof, and not receive any undue hindcrance 
in the recovery of their Just Debts. 

105. And you are to take care that there be no Trading 
from Virginia to any Place in Africa within the Charter of the 
Royal African Company othenvise than prescribed by Law. 

106. And we do further expressly Command and require 
you to give unto us, & to our Commissioners for Trade & Plan- 
tations an Account every half Year of what Number of Negroes 
the said Colony is Supply'd with, that is what Number by the 
African Company, and what by Seperate Traders, and at what 
rates Sold. 

107. You are likewise from time to time to give unto us 
and to our Commissioners for Trade and Plantations as afore- 
said an Account of the Wants and Defects of our said Colony, 
what are the Chief Products thereof, new Improvements are 
made therein by the Industry of the Inhabitants or Planters, and 
what further Improvements you conceive may be made, or 
Advantages gain'd by Trade, & which way we may contribute 
thereimto. 

108. You are not to grant Commissions of Mark or Rc- 
prizal against any Prince or State or their Subjects in Amity 
with us, to any Person whatsoever without our Special Com- 
mand. 

109. Whereas great Inconveniencies do happen by Mer- 
chants Ships and other Vessels in the Plantations wearing the 
Colours bom by our Ships of War under Pretence of Com- 
missions granted to them by the Governors of the said Planta- 
tions, and that by Trading under those Colours not only 
amongst our Own Subjects, but also those of other Princes and 
States and committing divers Irregularities, they do very much 
dishonour our Service, For prevention whereof you are to 
oblige the Commanders of all such Ships to which you shall 
grant Commissions to wear no other Jack than according to 
the Sample here described, that is to say, such as is worn by our 
Ships of War with a distinction of a White Escutcheon in the 
middle thereof and that the said Mark of distinction may ex- 
tend itself to one half of the Depth of the Jack and one third 
of the Fly thereof. 
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110. Our Will and Pleasure is That Appeals be permitted 
to be made in Cases of Error from the Courts in our said Colony 
unto you and our Council there in General Court & in Your 
Absence from that our Colony to the Commander in Chief for 
the time being, and the said Council in Civil Causes, where- 
in such of our said Council as shall be at that time Judges of 
the Court from whence such Appeals shall be made to You our 
Governor and Council, or to the Commander in Chief for the 
time being, and Council in General Court as aforesaid shall not 
be admitted a Vote upon the said Appeal, but they may Never- 
theless be present at the hearing thereof to give the reasons of 
the Judgment given by them in the Cause wherein such Appeal 
shall be made. 

111. And Inasmuch as it may not be fit that Appeals be 
too frequently and for too Small a Value brought unto Our 
Governor and Council, as aforesaid. You shall therefore with 
the Advice of our said Council propose a Law to be pass'd 
wherein the Method and Limitation of Appeals unto Our Gov- 
ernor and Council may be Settled and Restrain'd in such Man- 
ner as shall be most Convenient and easy to Our Subjects in 
Virginia. 

112. And if either Party shall not rest Satisfy'd with the 
Judgement of you or the Commander in Chief for the time 
being & Council as aforesaid, they may then Appeal unto Us 
in Our Privy Council, provided the Sum or Value so appeal'd 
for unto us do exceed £300 Sterl and that such Appeal be made 
within one fortnight after Sentence and good Security given 
by the Appellant that he will Effectually prosecute the same, 
and Answer the Condemnation as also pay such Costs as shall 
be awarded by us in Case the Sentence of you the Governor or 
Commander in Chief for the time being and Council be Affirmed, 
& provided also that Execution be not Suspended by reason of 
any such Appeal unto Us. 

113. You are also to Permit Appeals unto Us in Council 
in all Cases of Fines imposed for Misdemeanors, provided the 
Fines so impos'd amount to, or Exceed the Value of £200 the 
Appellant first giving good Security that he will Effectually 
prosecute the same, and Answer the Condemnation of the 
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Sentence by which such Fine was impos'd in Virginia in case 
the said Sentence shall be confirm'd. 

114. You are for the better Administration of Justice to 
Endeavour to get a Law pass'd (if not already done) wherein 
shall be Set the Value of Men's Estates either in Goods or 
Lands under which they shall not be capable of Serving as 
Jiu-ors. 

115. You are to take Care that no Courts of Judicature be 
adjourned but upon good Grounds, and whereas Complaint 
hath been made that the Orders of Coiut are entered in the 
Absence of the Magistrates and sometimes penn'd in Private 
at the Magistrates House, you are to take care to prevent the 
said abuses, and partictilarly that no Orders of any Court of 
Judicature be enter'd or allow'd which shall not be first read 
and approv'd of by the Magistrates in Open Court, which Rule 
you are in like manner to see observ'd with relation to the Pro- 
ceedings in Our Council of Virginia and that all Orders there 
made be first read and approved in Cotmcil before they are 
enter'd in the Council Books. 

116. You shall Endeavoiu- to get a Law pass'd (if not al- 
ready done) for the restraining of any Inhianan Severities 
which by ill Masters or Overseers may be used towards their 
Christian Servants, and their Slaves, and that Provision be 
made therein that the Wilfull killing of Indians and Negroes 
may be punish 't with Death, and that a fit Penalty be impos'd 
for the Maiming of them. And you are also with the Assistance 
of the Council and Assembly to find out the best Means to 
facilitate and encourage the Conversion of Negroes and Indians 
to the Christian Religion. 

117. And whereas an Agreement has been formerly made 
with the Indians of Virginia and of New York for their Peace- 
able living with Our Subjects and Submission to Our Govern- 
ment, We do hereby approve the Same, and do require you 
to endeavour as much as in you lyes that the said Agreement be 
Punctually observ'd and renew'd if it shall be Necessary, as 
conducing to the Welfare of our Colony under your Government. 
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118. You are to Endeavour with the Assistance of our 
Council to provide for the raising of Stocks and building Pub- 
lick Warehouses in convenient places for the employing of Poor 
and indigent People. 

119. You are to propose an Act to be pass'd in the Assembly 
wherby the Creditors of Persons becoming Bankrupts in this 
Kingdom and having Estates in Virginia may be reliev'd and 
Satisfy'd for the Debts owing to them. 

120. In Case of Distress of any other of our Plantations 
You shall upon the Application of the Respective Governors 
thereof to you, Assist them with what Aid the Condition of 
Ovir Colony under Your Government can Spare. 

121. You are to take Care by and with the Advice and As- 
sistance of our Council that such Prisons there as want Repara- 
tion be forthwith repair'd and put into and kept in such a 
Condition as may Sufficiently Secure the Prisoners that are or 
shall be there in Custody. 

122. And for as much as we have thought fit for the Dignity 
of the Government that a House be built for our Governor or 
Conamander in Chief, for defraying of which Expence a Levy 
has been made. You are to hasten the Building and fitting up 
such a House if not already done. 

123. Our Will and Pleasure is, that you do take to your- 
self as Governor Two Thousand Pounds Sterl. per Anntun by 
Quarterly Payments, and shall also Cause to be paid out of 
the Revenues of our said Colony to the Councelors & other 
Judges and Officers as well Civil as Military, and to the Mar- 
shal, Clerk of the Assembly Gunner and Matrosses the Sev- 
eral Salaries and allowances formerly paid, or such other reas- 
onable Ones as you with Advice of Our Council there shall 
think requisite a true Account whereof you shall from time to 
time transmit unto the Commissioners of Our Treasury or Our 
High Treasurer for the time being, and to Our Commissioners 
for Trade and Plantations. 

124. Provided always that you do not dispose of any Part 
of our Quitrents, nor Suffer the same to be issued out upon any 
Occasion xmtill upon your Certifying to us the Value of what 
shall remain thereof from time to time in Our Treasury or be 
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due Unto Us we shall Order the Same to be dispos'd of as we 
shall find Occasion for our Service. 

125. And for the better improving the Value of Our Quit- 
rents, You are to take Care they be not only duly Collected, 
but they be Sold every Year Openly by Inch of Candle to the 
highest Bidder in the respective County Courts, and that due 
Notice be given of the time and Place of any such intended 
Sale in such Manner as may make it most Publickly known 
to all People a Competent time before hand. 

126. Whereas upon considering the Entries of our Custom 
house here in this Kingdom with the Payment of the two Shill- 
ings per Hogsh'' on Tobacco, and other Duties and Impositions 
due unto us in Virginia there has been certain Information 
given of great Frauds and Abuses both in Payment thereof by 
Masters of Ships and others, and in the Collection by Our Offi- 
cers, You are to use all Lawfull Means for the Prevention there- 
of and for the Improvement of our said Revenues. And where- 
as such Abuses cannot be committed without apparent Neg- 
ligence of the Collectors or their connivance with the said 
Masters of Ships and other Persons, You are to take great 
Care with the Advice of Our Council in appointing fit and duly 
Qualify'd Persons for the Collecting of those duties and the 
like for the Employment of Naval Officers. 

127. You shall not commit the Care of those different Em- 
ployments to One and the same Person, nor any of them unto 
Persons much concern 'd in Trade who may be apt thereby to be 
byassed from their respective Duties, nor unto the Members 
of our said Council. 

128. You shall take Care that each of the Persons appointed 
by you to the said EmplojTnents (as well Naval Officers as 
Collectors) be sworn to Execute faithfully and diligently their 
Respective Offices in their Own Persons and not by Deputies 
unless in Cases of Absolute Necessity, and that those Deputies 
be then likewise sworn to the faithfull and diligent execution 
of their respective Offices. And that each of the said Officers 
or their Deputies be required accordingly to give their Attend- 
ance at such certain times and Places as you with the Advice 
of our said Council shall direct. 
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129. You are Strictly to charge and Command them and 
every of them in our Name to be more carefull and diligent for 
the future, under Penalty of the forfeiture of our respective 
Places by your putting others in their Stead on the first offence, 
and of our highest displeasure, and you are from time to time 
to give Us Our Commissioners of our Treasury or high Treas- 
urer for the time being, and to Our Commissioners for Trjide 
and Plantations a Particular Accovmt of yovir Proceedings 
therein, and of the Duties and Impositions Collected and dis- 
pos'd of pursuant to former directions in that behalf 

130. And whereas Complaints have been made of Several 
undue Practices in the Office of Secretary or Register of that 
Colony by the Clerks or other Persons employ'd therein, You 
are to make Inspection into what has been the State and Man- 
agement of the said Office, and Report to Us and to Our Com- 
missioners for Trade and Plantations how you find the Same, 
together with your opinion by what Methods any former Mis- 
managements may for the future be best Prevented and in the 
meanwhile to take all possible care that the Records of the 
said Office be well and faithfully kept, and in Order theretmto 
that not only the Secretary or Register himself but his Clerks 
also be xmder Oath for the due Execution of the trust repos'd 
in them, and that they accordingly give Sufficient Security 
for their faithful performance. 

131. Whereas Our Coimcil of Virginia has formerly made 
Complaints that the Lord Baltimore hath insisted on a pre- 
tended Right to the whole River of Potomack, which did very 
much discourage the Merchants and Masters of Ships trading 
to that our Colony, You are to Assert our Rights in those 
Parts, & to take care that the Trade of our Subjects be not 
disturb'd by the said pretences, or any other whatsoever. 

132. Whereas We have been pleas'd by our Commission 
to direct that in Case of your Death or Absence from our said 
Colony, & in Case there be at that time no Person upon the 
Place Commission'd or appointed by us to be our Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief the Eldest Councellor whose 
Name is first placed in our Instructions to you, and who shall 
be at the time of your Death or Absence residing within our 
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said Colony and Dominion of Virginia, shall take upon him 
the Administration of the Government and Execute our said 
Commission and Instructions and the Several Powers and 
Authorities therein contain'd, in the manner thereby directed. 
It is nevertheless Our Express Will and Pleasiire that in such 
Case the said President shall forbear to pass any Acts but 
what are Immediately necessary for the Peace and Welfare of 
our said Colony without our Particular Order for that Ptupose. 



